
Recently, we have been focusing on the Safeguarding procedures to ensure that the children from 
Faith Primary School are carefully handed over and then, in our Hi-Vis Walking Bus, make their way 
slowly and carefully - two-by-two - across the skate park, Roscommon Street and two well used 
car parks. The problem is that as soon as they glimpse the door to the Shewsy and sense the toast 
popping up in the kitchen - they’re off at full speed. It’s a lovely problem to have to fix.

Then, the Senior Club continues to cater for dozens of young people in the weekday evenings who 
feel that the Shewsy is their home. Inside, the same iconic snooker tables loom over the main hall 
with activities, card games, pool, video games, “the match” on the big screen, karaoke, chat and 
high jinks. The music might be at nightclub levels but those influential conversations still take place 
between the youth workers and our members in quiet nooks and crannies. 

And then, the Youth Workers names have changed since the days of Torchy, Eddie McCracken, 
Kathy Riley but their passion for the community and especially its young people haven’t. I was 
sharing a video of Neville Southall with John Dumbell (now Team Leader) reminding him of a save 
from an Imre Varadi volley in 1985 to which he replied, “Hey, mate, I wasn’t born until 1982!” 

However, in John Dumbell, The Shewsy possesses another in the long line of heroes whose 
passion, knowledge and fearlessness are legendary. He would want me too to pay tribute to Nicola 
Coker and the emerging team of new generation Youth Workers whose commitment and talent 
are truly inspiring.



But this is the 21st Century - and things do change. I can’t really believe that on 31st January 2023, 
Henry will celebrate his 70th birthday and, with it, will come a move away from St Peter’s, away 
from Everton to Toxteth. There will soon be a new vicar of St Peter’s and a new Warden of the 
Shewsy but Henry’s legacy for everyone associated with the Shewsy will live on. For each person, 
there will be a different suite of memories as Henry’s touch was deeply personal. Henry’s is a true 
living faith from which a kindness emerges which has rubbed off on so many - myself included - and 
we look forward to a new friend of the Shewsy in the vicarage whose door will remain wide open 
to all. Jane will, of course, remain as a Labour Councillor for the Everton Ward and her attachment 
to and engagement with the people in our community will keep her deeply rooted here. 

John Hutch reported last year on the “brilliant fund-raising effort” by Shrewsbury School - and 
this link, now on the verge of 120 years strong, remains a truly unique feature of the Shewsy. 
Both partners are so proud of the association which continues to strengthen. All Year 9 students 
at Shrewsbury School now visit us and enjoy an introduction to our work and meet with Junior 
Club Members. More Lower Sixth students than ever before now have the opportunity to visit, 
stay over in The Hostel, rub shoulders with our Junior and Senior Club members and engage 
with some of the issues facing The Shewsy in its Liverpool context. Equally, the legendary Shewsy 
residential visits to Shropshire continue to evolve and planning is already underway for the second 
joint ressie to Talargerwyn. All parties testify as to how much good work happens when our young 
people are away from their known, local environments. 

And so, as we look forward to the 120th Anniversary of the Founding of The Shewsy and the 
association with The School, I would like to thank everyone who has contributed financially in this 
last year and who is planning to do so again - especially as The Big Give good news comes in. Your 
kindness and generosity enables lives to be changed. 

Steve Holroyd



The first week of December 2022 was dominated by our fourth consecutive year of participation 
in the Big Give Christmas Challenge. After last year’s success, we decided to increase our target 
to raise £40,000 in online donations in just 7 days. We were delighted to secure again a £20,000 
pledge from a very generous supporter earlier in the year, and yet again the Four Acre Trust - as 
our Champion Funder - joined in with the same amount to produce a potential total of £80,000…
but only if we made the target. Well, we did it again—and in five days! The actual sum raised 
including Gift Aid was £90,802. Our campaign was simply entitled Shrewsbury House. 

“After another tough year, Shrewsbury House is up and running at full capacity. With over 770 
children registered, we provide a safe environment for learning through play to develop and learn 
skills. We also need to respond to the wellbeing needs of our children and young people impacted 
by financial hardship. “ 

Thank you to all who contributed……Four Acre Trust, our pledger and 169 online donors (up 
from 99 last year) Also, a special thank you to Shewsy staff and the team in Everton, and to all those 
supporters - old, new, local and from further afield. Prominent amongst our donors are alumni 
of both Shrewsbury School and the Shewsy itself, and both institutions will be striving to address 
the challenges we face as we provide quality youth and play facilities, including work with school 
leavers who are bearing the brunt of the worst Covid-19 effects. 

Your generosity is again overwhelming. THANK YOU everyone for continuing to support our 
work at The Shewsy. 

Professor Alan McCarthy (Trustee)



Interview with Josef Rooney—the first member of The Shewsy 
to attend Shrewsbury School full-time and Steve Holroyd

Steve: Josef, what are your first memories of the Shewsy and how did your association with it come 
about? 

Josef: I’d be about 12 years old and some of my mates from Anfield said they were going down to 
this place called the Shewsy in Everton. I’d never heard of it but we turned up and started knocking 
a ball around in the gym. I met John Dumbell, Ryan Fitzpatrick, Michael Duffy and Henry Corbett 
- and I really enjoyed it. I’ve only ever lived in Anfield and I’d been to school at Christ the King in 
Childwall and then to SFX in Woolton - and at that time football and cricket were my two passions. 
I was playing footie for Rochdale Academy and, on a Saturday in Liverpool, for Predator. This team 
won the U13’s national championships and I started to understand that I was good at football and 
had leadership qualities. 

Steve: What did the youth workers at the Shewsy mean to you? 

Josef: They were always very helpful and built my confidence. Actually, John Dumbell approached 
me and, knowing that I was good at cricket and seeing that I was good at football, mentioned 
Shewsy School to me for the first time. I didn’t even know it existed. I felt like John, Henry and 
Hutch were my mates always approachable and supporting me. After training at Rochdale, I would 
drop by The Shewsy to meet up with my mates and I was always made to feel welcome. 

Steve: So, looking back, what do you think the Shewsy gave you? 

Josef: I was quite naive at this time when I was 12 or 13 and the Shewsy gave me confidence in 
my own ability and I think that this is where I started to develop my leadership qualities. If you see 
me now on the footie pitch, I set the standards and insist on them from everyone else. Playing in 
central midfield, everyone around me has got to be on the ball. This came from the Shewsy - and, 
of course, John Dumbell put in front of me the best opportunity in the world. 



Steve: Are you still in touch with your mates from The Shewsy? 

Josef: Yes, for sure. I speak with them regularly, keep in touch through social media and go out with 
them when I get home. My 18th Birthday was actually a Shewsy reunion. I’m in touch with Lewis 
Holmes, Anthony Gallagher and Ben Quigg - and I think that the Shewsy has helped us all to make 
good decisions about our lives. When I’m back, I like to drop into The Shewsy too. 

Steve: Tell me a bit more about your football and cricket in Liverpool? 

Josef: I was a left arm spin bowler for SFX and playing club cricket for Wavertree in the Merseyside 
Competition. I’d always played footie for club sides in Liverpool on my journey to the academy in 
Rochdale. I remember playing for Park View, Sporting Woolton and then Predator. 

Steve: So how did the association with Shewsy School come about? 

Josef: I’d never heard of it but on 4th November 2017, a group of us from the Shewsy were invited 
down for a postors’ Open Day. (Praepostors or postors are school prefects.) We played footie and 
beat the school team about 10-0 and I went to the cricket centre and played some cricket. I was 
able to meet with Andrew Murfin (Director of Sport) and Steve Wilderspin (First Team Football 
Coach) and they asked me if I was offered a sports scholarship would I like to come. “I think I’m 
good but it’s up to you.” As soon as I arrived, I’d said to myself, “I need to come here.” 

Steve: So, Josef…you’ve certainly made the most of this opportunity. What’s next? 

Josef: I’m going to apply to the college system in America and I have a showcase trial in two weeks’ 
time when 22 US college directors of sport will be coming to watch me play. Ultimately, I want to 
play football and then gain the qualifications to go into Sports Management. 

Steve: If there was a young person back at The Shewsy who wanted to follow in your footsteps, what 
advice would you give? 

Josef: I’d say be brave. The Shewsy gave me the confidence to make the correct decision at the 
right time and if an opportunity comes your way, I’d say give it a go. And if anyone from the Shewsy 
ever got the chance to come here, I’d drive them down myself. 

Josef Rooney & Steve Holroyd
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